Leucovorin and 5-fluorouracil as a treatment for disseminated cancer of the pancreas and unknown primary tumors.
Chemotherapy with leucovorin (100 to 200 mg) and 5-fluorouracil (30 mg/kg) every 2 wk produced four (three complete) objective responses among a group of eight patients with early metastatic pancreatic primary and unknown cancers. Complete remissions were associated with exceptionally long durations of survival, one in a patient failing prior combination chemotherapy. This treatment warrants testing because of its ease, scientific rationale, and the large population of patients with early metastatic pancreatic cancer for whom there is no accepted treatment. Early metastatic disease is defined as small metastatic lesions not immediately life threatening found in a physiologically intact patient. Controlled trials, demonstrating benefit associated with other 5-fluorouracil-containing regimens for patients with nonmetastatic stages of pancreatic cancer, provide a rationale for extending testing of leucovorin and 5-fluorouracil to other early stages of pancreatic cancer.